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Trivero, 14th May 2009 

          
 

 
 ERMENEGILDO ZEGNA AND HIS RHODODENDRONS 
Casa Zegna, Trivero (Biella, Italy), from 24th May to 21st June 2009, on 
Sundays. 

 
On the occasion of World Environment Day, founded by the UN to celebrate the 1972 Stockholm 
Conference on Human Environment, at which the UN Environment Program was drawn up, Casa 
Zegna is inaugurating ÒErmenegildo Zegna and his rhododendronsÓ, a photographic exhibition 
celebrating Ermenegildo ZegnaÕs deep commitment to the mountain landscapes in which he lived 
and worked. 
 
Images, documents and letters drawn from both the Zegna historical archive and from indirect 
sources illustrate an enlightened project of environmental development initiated in the 30Õs and still in 
progress today thanks to successive generations of Zegnas. 
 
May and June are ideal for enjoying the blossoming of hundreds of ornamental rhododendrons that 
color the landscape at Oasi Zegna. An ideal continuation of the exhibition facilities, the first four 
kilometers of the ÒPanoramica ZegnaÓ and the ÒValletta dei RododendriÓ are a veritable celebration of 
this festival of Spring. 
 
On Sunday 7th June, in conjunction with the opening of the ÒErmenegildo Zegna and his 
rhododendronsÓ exhibition, Oasi Zegna (www.oasizegna.com) will organize free guided tours of the 
nearby ÒValletta dei RododendriÓ. Advance booking is strongly recommended (phone number: +39 
015757969). 
 
During the exhibition period it will also be possible to book visits to the Zegna historical archive. 
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Contemporary Art at Casa Zegna 
 
Beside the scheduled exhibition and the historical archive, other exhibitions of contemporary art 
promoted by Zegna Foundation can be seen at Casa Zegna. 
 
HABITUS ZEGNA: set up by Cittadellarte-Fondazione Michelangelo Pistoletto Ð in collaboration with 
Margherita Vasquez Ponte and Matteo Ferrario Ð this is a permanent exhibition made up of columns 
and walls engendering open contact between art and enterprise. Interactive systems display the 
world of Zegna Group:! from a selection of raw materials to the products, from culture to the 
environment and the community. 
 
ALLÕAPERTO: this project aims to facilitate access to contemporary art and its values and thereby 
offer new ways of perceiving and experiencing Trivero. ALLÕAPERTO is not promoting a normal 
sculpture exhibition: it supports site-specific works of art by world-famous artists who care about the 
environment and this village and its community in particular. ALLÕAPERTO is a natural development 
of Casa Zegna, in which the Zegna Foundation Ð promoter of the initiative Ð organizes exhibitions 
and installations by various artists. 
 
Le banderuole colorate, lavoro in situ, 2007, Trivero, was the first installation. In 2007, Daniel Buren 
produced a colored rainbow made up of 135 flags on the terraces of the Lanificio Zegna. Waving in 
the wind, a sequence of seven colors between green and blue meld into a single but ever changing 
iridescence. This piece of magic also indicates wind direction and changes in the seasons, as well as 
transforming Ð through colour Ð a place that is deeply familiar to all the inhabitants. 
 
 
Upcoming events at Casa Zegna 
 
A permanent exhibition of contemporary art by Alberto Garutti, one of the most appreciated Italian 
exponents of Public Art, will be inaugurated in Trivero on Saturday 19th September. In collaboration 
with the villageÕs primary schools, the artist ÒmappedÓ the Trivero in a most unusual way: using dogs 
chosen by local children. In producing the work Ð showing benches in various spots throughout the 
village along with the dogsÕ portraits Ð he also enjoyed the collaboration of the childrenÕs parents, and 
the dog owners of course. 
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CASA ZEGNA Ð A NEW HISTORICAL ARCHIVE AND CULTURAL CENTER 
 
Trivero has always been the spiritual home of the Zegna family. Ermenegildo Zegna, founder of the 
Wool Mill in 1910, was seriously committed to developing and protecting the territory through both his 
industrial programs and major social/welfare and tourism/environmental projects. 
It was this model of acute sensibility that the Ermenegildo Zegna Group consistently built on to reach 
the nearly ! 800 million sales it posted in 2006, providing product excellence and business 
development through over 500 stores worldwide. 
Nearly a hundred years on from the foundation, the fourth Zegna generation decided to capitalize on 
the historical and cultural legacy inherited from Ermenegildo, and developed over the years by his 
sons Aldo and Angelo, by creating the ÒCasa ZegnaÓ, an historical archive and new cultural center in 
Trivero. And they did this through the Fondazione Zegna, the tangible manifestation of the CompanyÕs 
sensibility and corporate responsibility. It was the figure of the founder and his legacy that inspired the 
project to conserve ZegnaÕs history by scrupulous archiving of all the documentary records and above 
all the priceless fabric sample collections, the main vehicle with which Ermenegildo Zegna transmitted 
his industrial experience to future generations. 
 
Casa Zegna houses the historical archive, an all-embracing archive structure covering the Trivero 
business but also its international developments. It contains documents, photos, technical drawings, 
samples and other objects generated by a century of industrial activity, and all beautifully preserved. 
Not just a textile archive but also a mix of business history and environmental and social projects. An 
ever-active workshop, a crucible of new ideas in which tradition goes hand in hand with 
transformation. 
 

 
 
INFORMATION 
Casa Zegna - via Marconi, 23 - 13835 Trivero (Biella, Italia) T. +39 0157591463. 
Free access and guided tours (on reservation) from 11.00 to 18.00. 
 
www.casazegna.org 
www.fondazionezegna.org 
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